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P rinted for Henry Clements, at the Val. Mocn in N 
Pauls C -hurck yard: 1799, 


To the Right Honourable 
Sir Samuel Garrard, 
Lord Mayor of the City of London.” 


MY LORD, 


T Tour Lordſbiy s Command this Diſ- 
courſe Ventures to Appear in Publick, 
in » Contempt of all thaſe Scandalous Miſrepreſen- : 
tatious the Malicious Adverſaries of Our Church 
have Traduc d it with, and that Impartial Sen- 
tence it had the Fun to Receive from ſome 
of thoſe Acute, and Wiſe Judges, who Con. 
demn'd it without Sight, or Hearing. But "tis | 
#0 New Thing with ſome Men to Cenſure at 
Random, what lies out of their Sphere; Exa- 
mining a Cauſe may prove Dangerous for Fear 


| of their Own Conviclien uf it's Merits. When 


Alen are Reſolv'd to Leap into a Gulph,the beſt 
way is to ſbut their Fyes, for fear they ſhould 
See their Danger, and Repent of their Folly: 
# When they are thus Alandon d, and Given up 
FA Ruin the Charitable Hand, that would hal 


The Dedication. 


out an Uuwelcome Light to Prevent it, mult 
expect to be Treated with that ungrateful 
Inſolence, aud Reproach, which uſually Attends 
the Generous Freedom of thoſe who Dare ſpeak 


Seaſonable, and Neceſſary Truths. That Pa- 
tient's Caſe doubtleſs is very Deſperate, that 


ſets himſelf againſt His Cure; and when Men 


are ſo ſlupidly hard'd in their Errors as to [ 
Reſiſt the moſt Glaring Evidence, ther's no 


Room for Argument, or Goſpel. Moles, and 
zhe Prophets, may with Chriſt, and his Apo- 
(Hes, be Baniſh'd Our Synagogues, when Truth 


muſt be Oppreſs'd by Number, and Noiſe, and 
Rebellious Appeals to the People, as the only 


Juages of Right, and Wrong, and the Dernier 
Reſort of Juſtice, and Dominion. Are not theſe 


the Faſhionable Methods now made ufe of to O- 


ver- bear, and Silence Our Church, to Affront, 
and Revile Our Legiſlature, in order to Break 


zn upon the Prerogative of the Crown? BY 


Threatning them with Imaginary Legions, and 
a Popular Tribunal, where their Authority, and 
Eſtablifhment are to be Try'd, and Determin'd? 


o put a Stop to which Dangerous, and Eu- 
groaching Miſchief, that now with Impunity 
.walks up and down thro this Diſtracted King- 
dum, I thought it my Duty, (being Summon'd _ 


to 
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The Dedication." 


to this Office by Tour Lordſhip)to Diſcharge it in 
the Beſt Method I could; to Pre, erve Us from 
U theſe Malicisns Defiens, by. edge 778. if 
| poſſible, to Open the Eyes of the U Copied A Peo 
le, in this Our Great Metravolis being t we, ſcious 
f what predigous Importauce it is to the Wet. 
Fare of the whole Nation, to have iis R ich. aud 

Powerful Inu habitanis ſet right in their No- 

tions of Government, both 1 in Church and State: 
that they may not be Platter 'd into their R ata: 
but ſeeing the Fatal Conſequences . Dam-: 
7 nable Falſe. Doctriues, 1516 b foie Seditions Tm- 
I poſtors have Lavo: ard 2g Pol ſon em with, may 
I Forſake, and Deteſt them, I am confident, 
15 Lord, that this 6. er/ons, and Renoun'd fo 
> | City can Boaſt of ſo many Excellent Fx- 
. | amwples of Unſhaten Steadin- , Diſinitereſted 
„ Probity, and true Zeal, aud Loyalty for Oar 
Church and e that if they would Att 
I with the ſame open and widiuted Reſolution 
ur Lordſhip does, tloje Africhting Phan- 
N roms muſt Vaniſh: But if Honeſt Gentlemen 
? will fit [till, and give up their Cauſe thro want. 
- | of Courage, or a Fu? Senſe of the Dangerous 
; | Attempts of our Enemies, without the Spirit of 
Prophecy We may forete! what will become of 
13 Our en, hen "tis </o VL. igorovfly 77 
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The. Dedication. 


tact'd Din withous, aud fo Lazily Defended 


rom within. 


Nie are told Ly theſe Men, who would fain 


ſhat both Our Eyes and Our Mouths, in order 
the mere Pffettually toUndermine and Deſtroy 
Us, that Foe Pulpit in not a Place for Politicks, 
aud that 'tis the Buſineſs of a Clergy-Man to 
Preach Peace, and not Sound a Trumpet in Sion, 
fo exprelly contrary to the Command of God, to 
Cry aloud, ard Spare not. My Lord, I was 
always humbly of Opinion, that the Fifth Com- 


mandinent was Genuine; the Fanaticks would do 
well to ffrike that Dangerous Precept out of 


the Decalogue, as the Papiſts have the Second, 


audi hat neither might Riſe in Judgment againſt 
theſe United Friends and Brethren, Now as | 


this audi the Firſt in the Second Table, is it 


uot of the utmoſt Importance to be rightly Under- 


food, as containing the Principal Duty that 


WWeOwe to God's Vice Gerets, which bas been | 


fo Scandalouſly, and Villainouſly Mifinterpreted 


of late, to the Great Diſbonour of Both: Cer- | 
tainly Our Church thought fo formerly, when it | 


roof ſuch Care to Guard Our Obedience, with more 
Homilies, concerning the Peril of Rebellion, 


than of any other Sin. And when was more Rea- . 


ſon for Enforcing their Dottrines than now, 


. when He fee theſe Ad? Irable Difſuafroes a. 
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The Dedication. 


gainſt Faction and Sedition malicioully VWrefted 
to Countenance, and Support it? if our Excel- 
lent Conflitution apprehends no Flazard from 
theſe Liceutious Proceedings, J am ſure thoſe 
who would Defend it from them, have reaſon to 
do ſo with regard to their Own Perſons: Our 
Paſtors can't do their Duty without being le- 
nac d for it, and Slander d by the Vile Ama- 


nmenſes of the Mob, to expoſe ns to their Fury, 
| as Papiſts, and Men Diſaffected to Fler Ma- 
| jeſty's Government, whoſe Safety, Rights, and 


Eſtabliſhment, together with thoſe of the Church, 
We fo earneſtly contend for; which I ſolemnly 
here Declare (as I did before in this Diſcourſe) 


to be my ouly Aim and Intention; and in an 


humble way to follew the Footfleps of Tour Lord. 
fhip, who is ſo Bright ax Orzament, and Sup- 
port of them, that this Great City may Flou- 


. - 3 * ö 
| rifh under Tour Auſpicious Conduct, and ugver 


want a Magiſtrate of your ſteady Principles to 


Guide and Govern it, is the Hearty Prayer of, 


MY LORD, 
© Your Lordſhip's | 
Moſt Humble Servant; | 
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Is PERILS among FALSE BRETHREN, 


A ON All the moſt Dreadfull Plots that e- 
—* ver threatned this Church and Kingdom, 
the Diſmal Tragedy contriv'd as this Day, to 


. be executed on Both, may juſtly claim the Horrible 
Precedence, and conſequently the Higheſt Expreſſi- 


ons of Our Gratitude for ſo Aſtoniſhing and Miracu- 
lous a Deliverance from it. For whether We conſi- 
Her the Black Depth of it's ſubtile Contrivance, the 
Deſtructive, Extent, and Sanguinary Conſequences 


of it,orjit's Surprizing and Unaccountable Diſcovery, 
We muſt Confeſs,that nothing but the AL goons 
| & Gracious Hand of God,interpoling again 


evented ſuch a Fatal Conſpiracy; A Conſpiracy! fo 


rn of Our Nation, and Religion, could hav 
Fall of the moſt Unheard-of Malice, moſt Infatiable 


Cruelty, moſt Diabolical Revenge, as only could be 
Hatch'd in the Cabinet-Council of Hell,and brought 


forth in a Conclave of Romiſh Jeſuits ! Now tho? the 
Hiſtory of this Unparellell'd Myſtery of Iniquity, was 


Deſign'd againſt Us at ſuch a Diſtance of Time, and 
the Fact fo evidently Acknowledged,that the Papiſts 


themſelves are fo far from Denying, that they Ex- 


tol it with the Higheſt Panegyrics ;{o that there need, 
neither Proof of the One, or Repetition of the O- 
"Ther : Let doubtleſs tis as much Our Duty, as Inter. 


Dr. A. ct, 


the utter 


4 The Perils of Falſe Brethren, 


eſt, to keepup the Annual Celebration of this never2 | 
to- be- forgotten Feſtival. For that the very Face, and 


Shadow of Our Church, and Conſtirution,is yet Sur- 


viving ; that this Good, and Pious Relict of the Roy- | 
al Family Sits now Happily upon the Throne of 
Her Great Anceſtors"; That our Hierarchy and No- 
bility was not finally Extirpated, and cut off; That 
Our Country was not made an Ace/dama, a Field of 


Blood, and a Receptacle of Uſurping Robbers; That 


we yet, without Slavery, Superſtition, or Idolatry,en- 
joy the Benefit of our Excellent Laws, and moſt Ho- 
Iy Profeſſion Undefil'd: In a Word, That God has 
yet Vouchſav'd Us this Opportunity of coming into 
His Preſence, to Acknowledge theſe Ineſt imable leſ- 
ings, is owing to his Mercy ſo ſignally ſhewn to L 


Us, 
in Diſappointing the Barbarous Maſſacre intended 


This Day. A Day! which ought to ſtand for ever 


in the Engliſh Kalender, as an Eternal Æra at the 


one End, as the Thirtieth of January at the other, for 
Indelible Monuments of the Irreconcileable Rage, and 


Blood -thirſtineſs of both the Popiſh and Fanatick 


Enemies of Our Church, and Government! for theſe 
are equally ſuch Treacherous Falſe Brethren, from 
whom we mult always expect the utmoſt Perils, and 
againſt whom we can never ſufficiently Arm Our ſel- 
ves with the greateſt Caution, and Security. Theſe 
Two Days, indeed, are but one United Proof, and Vi- 
fible Teſtimonial of the fame Dangerous, and Rebel- 
lious Principles, theſe Confederates in Iniquity Main- 
rain: And as the One is but a Thankſgiving of our 
Deliverance from what the Firſt Projected; ſo is the 


other an Humiliation, for what God permitted the 
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Latter, by Their Help and Direction, to put in Exe- 


cution. I think therefore, the Beſt way of Acknow- 
ledging Theſe Great Mercies and Judgments of God, 


and. Acquitting both Solemnities in a Proper way, 4s 
by fo julty Conſidering Our Circumſtances, vie 25 | 
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never ceaſe to put in Practice, whenever 
Opportunity of doing it with Security. 


Both in Church, and Stare, &c. 


ſpect to Each Side, as to Guard againſt their Malici- 
1 ous, and Factious Defigns for the Future; that we 
may never Truſt Either, to need a Second Deliver- 
ance from thoſe Villainous Enterprizes, they will 


they ſee an 


Now as Perſecution and Affliction were the Di- 


fſtinguiſhing Badges of the Meſſiah, who was a Man 
of Sorrows, and Acquainted with Griefs, ſo to Con- 
vince his Diſciples, that his Kingdom was not of this 


World, He Bequeath'd the ſame ſad Legacy to them, 
to ſhare the Character, as well as imitate the Example, 
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of their Dying Lord, and Maſter; With unſhaken Cou- 


rage, and Reſolut ion, to take up his Bloody Croſs, 


I ant follow the Great Leader cf their Salvation; to 
March with a Cheerful Magnanimity thro' all the 


Powers of Darkneſs, looking unte ſeſus, the Author 


£ſer before Him, Endur'd the Croſs, deſpiſing the 


Shame, and is ſet down at the Right hand of the 
Throne of God. Thus was his Church to expect no 


Better Treatment than her Great Founder, and Ori- 


ginal, to paſs thre? the ſame Fiery Tryal, to be made 
perfect through Sufferings, to be Militant here, in or- 
der to be Triumphant hereafter ; and like Him, to 
be Crown'd with Fhorns in this world, to obtain 
à Crown of Glory in the Next. Not only to encoun- 
ter the Open Fury and Violence of Her Profeſs'd, and 


Inveterate Enemies; but (which was the bittereſt Part 


and finiſher of their Faith, who, for the Joy that was 


{of Her Sufferings) like Her Saviour, to be Betray'd, 


d perfidiouſly Given up by her Own Falſe-hearted, 


and Inſidious Apoſtles. 


As the Hiſtories of the Church in all A es, are as 


2ewere but one Continued Ratification of this Me- 


lancholy Truth, made up of fo many Mournful Nar- 


ratives of the Unhappy Lives, and Diſaſterous Deaths 
ol Saints, Martyrs, and Confeſſors, who 


1 


Bravely 
Seal'd 


R TOO OI 


Seal'd the Faith with their Blood, ſo it is Exempli - 
fy'd in no One Inſtance more than in that Primitive, Id 
and Heroic Champion of Chriſtianity, the Author ot: 
this Epiſtle. Wherein, for the Wonder, and Emu: If 
lation of Poſterity, He has Recorded a Long and r. 
Frightful Catalogue of thoſe Aſtoniſhing Calamities I 
He had underwent in the Propogation of the Goſpel. |# 
Such Ample Satisfaction, did the Pious Labours of} E 
the Convert, make for the wicked Perſecution of the 1c 
Jew ; when by a Miraculous Turn of Providence; the! \ 
_ Greateſt Sinner was chang'd into the Devoureſt Saint, e 
and the moſt Zealous Bigot againſt, into the moſt! Re- 
ſolute Sufferer for Religion. Yet however this Great] I 
Apoſtle might have Attain'd ſo Extraordinary a De- 
gree of Merit, as to Out-ſhine'all that Noble Army off « 
Martyrs which Adorn the Bloody Kalender of the. 
Church; nay, as He Expreſſes it, to come nevet à 1 
whit Short of the Greateſt Apoſtles, and as twere to 
Vye Characters with the very Choſen of the Son off: 
God; Does it not ſeem a little to carry the Air of O 
ſtentation, and Vain Glory, thus to Claim the Pre- 
.erninence and Supremacy, and to Boaſt himſelf in 
that Pompous Shew of Services, that he had done for” 
God, and the Church? But we ſhall eaſily Reconcild: 

the Apoſtle, and the Orator, and find no Imputat ion 

upon his Modeſty, if we Conſider the Occaſion of iti 
He had (as He informs Us) with much Pains, and Ex] 
pence, Planted Chriſtianity in Corineb, where He had 
no ſooner by a Miraculous Miniſtry Eftabliſh'd iti 
but ſeyeral Falſe : Apoſtles, and Seducers, were if 
his Abſence Crept into the Church, to Vitiate, and 
Corrupt his New Profelytes, under the Pretence-of 
More Purity, and Holineſs, (like our Modern SeQaf 
- Fiſts) to raiſe a Schiſm amongſt *em,and toDraw then 
off from the Opinion they had of St. Paul; by Rid 
culing Him for his Perſon, and Addreſs, as a Little 
'Unedifyiog; Un-gifted Preacher, of a weak Bodi! 


Pref 


* 


| Both in Church, and State, &c. 5 


mpli-.|Prefence, and. Coritemptible Speech; thus Woun- 
tive, [ding the Miniſtry,” thro' the Sides of the Miniſteri 
or of Such Slights, and Provocations, certainly were a ſufa 
Emu: fcient Ground for the Apoſtle to Inſiſt upon his Cha- 
and rad er, leſt the Goſpel ſhould Suffer by it; And with 


nities Authority to Rebuke the Ingratitude of the Corin- 
olpel.ehiant, and Vindicate his Dignity, and Tranſcendant 

urs of Excellencies, againſt the baſe Lyes, and Calumnies 
of the} caſt upon Him by ſuch Falſe Ape ſtles, Deceitful 

e, the Workers, Transforming themſelves ir to the Apoſtles 
Saint, of Chriſt, like their True Father the Devil, Tranf- 
ft; R. forming himſelf into an Angel of Li; hte. With what 
Great] Juſtice then might He here ſtand upon th: Compari- 
a De- ſon, when thus vilely run down by ſuc Wretch- 
my off ed, Empty, Hypocritical Sophiſters? TO Appeal 
of rhe} to his Spiritual Gifts, and Revelations.: nd Sufferings, 
ever à in Competition with ſuch Impudent Foaſting, Self- 
7ere-toþ-Eoriceited Pretenders, was the Loweſt Act of Humi- 
ity, and Good-Nature; ro Condeſcend to Diſpute 
-with ſuch as ought to be Anſwer'd, not with Argu- 
ments, but Anathema's ! Yet behold the Singular 
in Modeſty of this Great Apoſtle! He cannot enter u- 
one for pon his Own Juſtification, without much Relu- 
| le ance, : and a long Apology to introduce it. I am 
Itation become a Fool in Glorying, (ſays he,) but you have 
n of it compell'd me to it. I ſpeak as concerning Reproach, 
nd Ex] as tho* We had been Weak : Howbeit, wherein any 
de had is bold, I ſpeak fooliſhly, I am bold alſo. Are they 
Wd it © Hebrews? foam I ! Are they Iſraelites? ſo am I! Are 
rere if they the Seed of Abraham ? fo am I! Are they Mini- 
e, and} ſters of Chriſt ? I ſpeak as a Fool, I am more. In La- 
ence o * bours, more abundant, in Stripes above Meaſure, in 
 Setaf} * Priſons more frequent, in Deaths often; of the Jews 
then five times received I Fourty Stripes, ſave One. Thrice 
y Ridif © was I beaten with Rods, Once was I Ston'd, Thrice! 
Little foffer'dShipwrack, a Night & a Day have I been in the 
* Deep. In Journey ings often, in Peril of Waters, in 25 

n . eil 


a L LE 
— 


— — — rr. = . „ 
* . . ˙ UA rt” AE 4 : 
— . on ————— C N PER K 8 


3 


= 


which is worſe, by Our Pretended Friends, and Falſe 
Bret hren. Bu to proceed to the Matter before Us: In 
my Diſcourſe upon theſe W ords, I ſhall endeavour, 

I. Ft, To ſhew) in what Senſe, and upon what 
3 W Accounts 


s Perils e e ee in the City, in Perils 
in the 


6 rils of Robbers, in Perils by my Own Coutry- men, in 


/ildernefs, ic Perils in the Sea, in Perils a- 


mongſt Falſe Brethren. In this Rhetarical Abridgment | 


of the Sufferings and Dangers of his Life, there's. a 
very Obſervable Gradation; the Apoſtle ſtill Riſes 


In his Calamitics, and puts this Laſt as the Highelk | | 
Perfection of his Miſery, as that which made the 


deepeftImprefſion upon his Paſſions, and what He | 
Pore with the greateſt Reſentment, and Difficulty. 
The many ſevere Pains, and Tortures inflicted on his 


Body, were nothing to This; nay, the Good- Nature, 


and Mercy of High- way- Men., and Pagans, and even 


the Devouring Boſom of the Deep, were to be Pre- 
ferr'd before, and ſooner (it ſeems) to be Truſted to, 


than the more certainly Deſtructive, and Fallacious 
Boſom of a Tr cacherous, Falſe Brother: - 36: | 


I ſhall take the Expreſſion in its full Latirude,with- 1 


out confining it to the Expreſs Deſign of the Place; 

tho it were very Obvious to draw a Parallel here, be- 
t wixt the fad Circumſtances of the Church of Corinth | 
formerly, and of the Church of England at preſent; 
wherein Her Holy Communion has been Rent, and 
Divided by Factious, and Schiſmatical Impoſtors ; | 
Her Pure Doctrine has been Corrupted, and Defil'd; 


Her PrimitiveWorſhip and DiſciplineProphan'd,and 
Abus'd ; Her Sacred Orders Deny'd, and Vilify'd; 


Her Prieſts, and Profeſſors (like Sc Paul) Calumni- 


ated, Miſrepreſented,and Ridicul'd; Her Altars, and 


| Sacraments Proſtituted to Hypacrites, Deiſts, Socini- 
ans, and Atheiſts; and this done, I wiſh I could not 
ſay, without Diſcouragement, I am ſure without Im- 


punity, not only by Our Profeſs'd Enemies, but 


" 4+ am” +> 5 _ 22 rn 


4 


= #3 Wt 


B 
VV. LH, As a Conſequence from the Whole, 


5 8 fication, muſt Reſpect 
Social Caſes, or as they areplac'd under ſuch Regards, 
and Circumſtances, as in Duty Oblige them both to 
Think, Speak, and Act, with Truth, and Integrity, 


Both is Charch, and State, &. 9 


4 Accounts Men may be Denominated Falſe Bret 

ren. 5 5 = | 75 . 

III. Secondly, I will lay before you the Great Peril, 
and Miſchief of ſuch, both in Church and State. 


III. Thirdy, I will ſet forth the Hainous Malignity; 


Enormous Guilt, and Folly of this Prodigious | 


1 
will undertake to Evince what mighty Reaſon 
WMe have at all Times, and more eſpecially at 

preſent, to Stick firmly to the Principles both 
bol Our Church, & Confticution ; and how much 
it concerns Us to Beware of all thoſe Falſe Breth- 


ren, that Deſert, or Betray them. 


392% . 3 ; 0 8 
I. And Firſt, I will ſhew in what Senſe, and upon 


what Accounts Men may be denominated Falſe Bre- 
{thren. In order to which it will be Neceſſary to State 
| the full Extent of the Nature of Falſe Brotherhood. 


This Term Jeudα,,] a, being of a Relative Signi- 
Men as conſider'd under all 


correſpondent to their Inward Principles, and Out- 
ward Profeflions. And wherein they are found De- 
viating Wilfully fromEither,by an Unreaſonable Al- 


teratien of Judgment, by any Tacite Mental Reſerve, 


or Equivocation, upon any Indirect Ends, or Deſigns, 
or Guiding their Expreſſions, and Actions 1 
to theſe Stated Rules; they are Guilty of Falſehood, 
both in Conſcience, and Practice, of a Breach of that 
Veracity, Juſtice, and Truſt, that they owe to God, 
Themſelves, & the World, & are properly what they 


2 


3. Thardly, 


10 The Perils of Falſe Breibren, 
are ſtybd in the Text Falſe Brethren, For Whereas'every | 


Man that either Believes, Speaks, or Acts Rationally, 


muſt-be luppor's to have ſome Standing-Ground,and | 


Meaſure of judgment, ſettl'd upon ſome Grand Pri- 


mitive Maxims of Truth, both Speculative, and Pra- 
Reh whether founded upon Revelation, Reaſon, or 


onour, which are what we call any Man's Princi- 
ples either in Religion, Society, or Friendſhip : IF theſe 
Fundamental Axioms have with true Delibera- 
yon been Sifted, and Weigh'd, not only as to their 
Intrinſic Nature, and Goodnefs, but as to their Out- 
ward Tendency, and i they muſt ap- 
pear, tho? not perhaps as Infallible in Themſelves, yet 

zith Reſpect to the Perſon ſo conſidering them, as 
Rates ary Truths, as the Light, and Oracles of 
God, and Reaſon, ſet up in his Breaſt ; by which He 
is always Oblig'd ro Direct and Govern his Thoughts, 


Reſolutions, and Actions; and which if he ſwerves 


from, Diſowns, or Betrays, upon any ſiniſter Motive 
whatſoever, (tho? after this Nice Search they ſhould 
prove E oh Hen . the Man in a very Hainous 
Sin, Treacherou 

giving the Lye both to his 


aith, his Reaſon, and his 


Knowledge. This Matterbeing thus briefly Premis'd, 
It is Evident, that with Regard to the ſeveral Ob- 
jects it is Converſant about, Men may in Three Re- 


ſpects be term'd Guilty of Falſe Brother bold. 
1. Firſt, With Relation to God, the Church, dr 


Religion, in which they hold Faith, or Communion. 
2. Secondly, With Relation to the State, Govern- 
ment, or 5 of which tney are Members. 

| ith Relation to thoſe Private Perſons, fl 
with whom they have either Friendſhip, Correſpon- 
- gence, or Dealing. 
1. And Firſt, H 


- 


> is a Falſe Brotzber with Relation to 


— God, Religion, or the Church in which . He holds 
— Communion, that Believes, Maintains, or Propagates 


any 


y acting 1 70 bis Juogmetit, ani 


COLD EO aCmH. 2 ©. owlkw 
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| any Falſe, or Hetrodox Tenet, or Doctrine Repug- 


nant to the Expreſs Declarations of Scripture, and 
the Decrees, or Senſe of the Church, and Antiquity 
thereupon, For as in the Firſt Alone are contain'd 
the Eſſential Points, and Articles of our moſt Hely! 


Faith; fo the Primitive Expolitions, Deciſions, and 
Practice of the Ancient Writers of the Pure, and 


Uncorrupted Ages of Chriſtianity, muſt certainly 
be acknowledg'd the beft,and moſt Authentick Com- 
ments upon their Meaning. In Oppoſition to which, 
if any Upſtart Noveliſt, or Self-conceited Enthuſiaſt, 
out of Pride, as ſetting Himſelf above theſe Genuine 

Oracles of Truth; or out of Ignorance, as being Un- 
acquainted with the Learning, and Records of Anti- 
quity ; or out of Perverſeneſs, ſcorning to Submit his 

Underſtanding to the Dictates, or Better Reaſon of O- 
thers; or out of Ambition, and Vain-Olory, as AF- 


fecting to be the Head, and Leader of ſome New 


Sect, or Party; (All, or Either of which have, and 
will be found forever the Parents of Hereſy) and 
ſhould Break in upon this Sacred Depaſtum of the 
Church; and ſhould Attempt Blaſphemouſly to Cor. 


rupt that Inviolable Fountain of Truth, with Erro- 


neous Conjectures, and Vain Philoſophical Syſtems; 
to Prophane and Degrade the Holy Myſteries of Re- 
ligion, by Abſurd Interpretations, and Impudunt Rea- 
ſonings ; ſhould we ſtick to call fuch a Rebel to God, 


and Trayter to his Church, a False Brother; If a Man 


ſhould Dare not only to Revive, but to * any 
execrable, Exploded Hereſies, as thoſe of Arrius and 
Neftorius, denying the Hypoſtatical Union, or the E- 


ternity of the Sou of God; or ſhould affirm that Ha 


was God in Man, or that the Godhead was only lo« 
cally in his Manhood, as God was in the Cloud, or 
that ſhould preſume to Evacuate the Great Sanction 

gf the Goſpel, the Etern 57 of Hell Torments Sel 
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Expound any of the Articles of Our Faith, in ſuch 
Looſe, and V agrant way, as may ſuit *em as well to 


a Mahometan's as a Chriſtian's Creed; and to lay of 
E all theſe Sacred Boundaries of the Church, to; 


let in all Sectariſts, and Schiſmaticks, of whatſoever 
Wild, Romantic, or Enthuſiaſtic Notions, ſo as te 
make the Houſe of God, not only a Den of Thieves 
but a Receptacle of Legions of Devils: Should we 


cover ſuch a Falſe Apoſtle under the Sacred Umbrage 
of a True Church-Man ? In ſhort, whoſoever pre- 


ſumes toRecede the leaſt Title from the Expreſs Word 
of God, or toExplain the GreatC/edenda o Our Faith in 


New. fangl'd Terms of Modern Philoſophy, muſt pub- 


2 
Ef 


liſh a New Gofpel,Un-God hisSaviour,& deſtroy his 


Revelation; & by unſettling the Univerſal, Receiv'& 
Doctrine of the Church, give up Chriſtianity into 


Scepticiſm, and Atheiſm ; & to ſpeak the beſt of his 


Character, is Falſe, both to God, and his Religion, 


and ſhall be call'd hereafter, The leaft in the Kingdom of 


Heaven, how great ſoever he may be in the Kingdoms 


here below. And as a Man may thus Betray the Do- 


Ctrine of his Church, ſo is he no leſs Ea / ſe to it's Inter- 
eſt, that gives up any Point of her Diſcipline, and Wor 


ſhip. Theſe are the Exterior Fences to guard the In- 


ternals of Religion, without which they are left Na- 
ked, without Beauty, Order, or Defence. Should any 
Mar, out of Ignorance, or Prejudice to the Antient 
Rights, and Eflential Conſtiturion of the Catholic 


Church, affirm, That the Divine Apoſtolical Inftitu- 
tion of, Epiſcopacy, is a Novel Doctrine, not Tuffici- 


ently Warranted Nei and that *tis Indiffe- 


rent whetherthe Church is Govern'd by Biſhops, or 


Presbyrers ? Is not ſuch a One an Apoſtate from his 


On Orders ? Let the Chriſtian World be Judge, 
who belt Deſerve the Name of Church-Men 

_ thatftriatly Defend, and Maintain the Catholic Dos» 
8 5 rines 


thoſe 


2, 


n ſuch 


well tc 


to lay o. 


urch, te 
atſoeve 
ſo as to 
Thieves 
ould we 
.mbrage 
ver pre- 
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Arines on which the Church,as a Society, is Foun- 
ded ; os thoſe who wouldBarter them for a Mungrel- 


Union of All Sets? Thoſe who 'Zealoully : ſupport 
her Miſſion, which only can Support her, or theſe 
who would Deſtroy it, to take in Schiſmatical Pres- 
byters without Epiſcopal Ordination, which would 
Un- Church the very Church, and Annihilate her 
Conſtitution ? Is this the Spirit, and Doctrine of Our 
Holy Mother? To affert Separation from Her Com- 
munion, to be noSchiſm zor if it was,thatSchiſm is no 
Damnable Sin; that Occaſional Conformity is no 
Hypcriſy, but rather for the Benefit of the Church; 
that any One may be an Occaſional Conformiſt with 
Schiſmaticks, and yet not Guilty of Schiſm; that 
a Chriſtian may ſerve God in any Way or Congre- 
gation of Worſhip, as well by Extempory Prayers, 
as by a Preſcrib'd Form, and Liturgy ; that Confor- 
mity to the Church, and Eccleſiaſtical Authority, 
are no Parts of Morality, and a Good Life, which 
are only neceſſary to Salvation: That the Orders 


and Ceremonies of the Church are enly Carnal, Ar- 


bitrary Ordinances, to be diſpenc'd with as Men 
pleaſe, both by Clergy and Laity; that the Cenſures, 
and Excommunications of the Church, are meer Bra- 
a Pulmine, Canonical Obedience, and Abſolution, Spi- 
ritual Tyrrany, and Uſurpation; and ina Word, that 
the whole Body of the Worſhip, andDiſcipline of the 
Church of England, is nothing elſe but Prieſt craft 
on all Occaſions to 

ornply with Diſſenters both in Publick. and Private 
Aﬀaits, as Perſons of Tender Conſcience, and Piety, 


to promote their Intereſts in Elections. to Sneak to 
em for Places and Preferment, to Defend Toleration, 


and Liherty of Conſcience, and under the Prerence : 


ot Moderation, to Excuſe Their Separation, and lay | 
the Fault upon the T — $s of the Church, — 


— — — — 


—— — — 
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- carrying Matters too high; if to Court the Fanaticksy. 
in Private, and to hear em with Patience, if not Ap- 
probation, Rail at, and Blaſpheme the Church, and 
upon Occaſion to Juſtify the King's Murder; At to | 
Flatter both the Dead and the Living in their Viceg, 
and to tell the World, that if they have Wit, and 
Money enough they need no Repentance, and that 2 
only Fools and Beggars can be Damn'd; If theſe, I ſay, 
are the Modifh,and Faſhionable Criterions of x'True- 
« Church-Man, God deliver Us All from ſuch Falſe 
Brethren. 7 VVV = 7 
There is another ſort of them who are for a Neu- I 
. trality in Religion, who really are, of None, but are bs 
a ſecret fort of Reſerv'd ' Atheiſts, who always pre-J1] 
tend to be of the Church, Join in the Herd, and will If. 
ſometimes frequent Our Publick Communion, as the ſy 
Government appears on Our fide 3 but if any thing o 
ãs to be got by it, can with as ſafe a Conſcience flide fy 
privately into a Conventicle, and look as Demure . 
as the {leyeſt Saint amongſt 'em. They are equally Þ/ 
1o&All, and of No Communion, they are the Gallio's k} 
| thatcare fore none ef theſe Things; They tell Us * 
they are for the Religion Eſtabliſh'd by Law, but no K 
longer than tis ſo; they can ſee neither Sin, nor Dan- 
ger in that Eccleſiaſtical Bug bear, as they call Schilm, 
Jet talk very loud about Union; Comprehenſion, and þ 
Moderation, by all which Canting Expreſſions, they Ft 
mean nothing but Getting Money, and Preferment, P 
by holding in with Peſons of all Parties, and Cha- 
racters, Halting betwixt Diverſity of Opinions, 5 
and Reconciling God and Belial for Gain. Top 
theſe we may add thoſe who either out of Fear, or li. 
Complaiſance, can tamely, and without Vindication, it 
hear their God, and Religion Blaſpkein'd and Abusd. B. 


But there are another ſort of Falſe Brethren, who ſet upp 


for a greater Perfection in Piety than their be ) 
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ticksy.bours, who like their Originals, the Phariſees in the 
t Ap-f Goſpel, arę always Pleading their Merits before God, 
and and the World, with an Oltentation of Sanctity, in 
At to compariſon with their Protfane Brethren, with a Stand 
/1ceg, e,, for I am Holier than Thou! Theſe are the Saints, that 
„and ſ under the pretence of Conſcicnce ſhall commit the moſt 
that abominable Impieties, and Juſtify Murder, Sacriledge, 
I fay, and Rebellion, by Texts of Scripture. There are yer 
True-Janother Sort of Falſe Brethren, of a quite Oppolite 
Falſe Character to theſe, who wiſh well to the Church of 
England, and really Believe that Her Conftitution in 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip, the Beſt, and Pu- 
relt in the Chriſtian World; and when either their 
Tongues, Hands, or Purſes are wanting in Her De- 
tence; are ready to Sacrifice their Perſons, and Eltates 
in Her Vindication. "Theſe indeed are Noble Quali- 
t ing #ications, and tis pity ſo Good a Character ſhould 
e flide ant any thing to Compleat it. And to turtithe Words 
emure fot our Bleſſed Saviour, tothe Rich Man, Tet one thing 
qually thou lackeft, thy Zeal is to be ſhewn in, as well as For, 
piles he Communion ef the Church, in Obeying Her Pre- 
11 Usfcepts, as well as Defending Her Rights. In all theſe 
but no [Caſes there is a Serious and Deliberate Act of Treach- 
r Dag-fery againſt; Conſcience and Conviction, a Baſe For. 
chilm, feiture of that Spiritual Allegiance We owe to God, 
n, and and Oar Church, as a Sacred Body, and Fraternity, 
3, they That aughr to Preſerve Inviolable Unity, profeſſin 
rment, ne Faith, One Baptiſt m, One God, and Saviour oflls All. 
4 Cha- 2. But Secondly, Men may be Denominated Falſe 
inions, Brethren, with Relation to the State, Government, or 
in. Topociety of which they are Members. The Conſtitu- 
ear, or lions of moſt Governments differing according to 
cation, heir ſeveral Frames, and Laws, upon which they are 
0 Built, and Founded, ir is impoſſible to lay don any 
1 upPne Univerſal Rule, as the Scheme, and Meaſure of 
eigh-Wbedience, that may ſquare to every one 0 3 


bours 
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Only this Maxim in general, I preſume, may be E 
Rabliſh'd for the Safety, Tranquillity, and Support 
of all Governments that no Innovation whatſoever 
 Hhould be Allow'd ir the Fundamental Conſtitutio 
of any State, without a very Preſſing, nay Unavoi$ 
dable Neceſſity for it; and whoſbever Singly, or in a 
Private Capacity ſhould attempt it, is Guilty of the 
Higheſt Miſdemeanour, and is an Enemy to that Po, 
litick Body of which he is a Member. To apply this 
Maxim to Our Governtnent, in which the Truth off 
It will very evidently Appear. Our Conſtitution both. 
in Church, and State has been ſo admirably Contriv'd, 
with that Wiſdom, Weight and Sagacivy, and the 
Temper, and Genius of each fo exactly Suited, and 
Modell'd to the Mutual Support, and Afiftance oi 
One another, that tis hard to fay, whether the DoÞp 
Erins of the Church of England contribute more toke 
Authorize, and Enforce Our Civil Laws, or Oui 
ws to Maintain, and Defend the Doctrins of Oui 
Church, The Natures of Both are fo nicely CorreJyf 
Ipondent, and ſo happily Intermixt, \that *tis almoſt 
impoſhble to offer a Violation, to the One, withoutſh; 
Breaking in upon the Body of the Other, So that in 
all thoſe Caſes before mention'd, whoſoever Preſumeg} 
to Innevate, Alter, or Miſrepreſent any Point in thqIn 
Articles of the Faith of our Church, ought to be Ar{P, 
Taign'd as a Traytor to our State; Heterodoxy in the Sc 
Doctrins of the One, Naturally producing, and aft; 
moſt Neceſſarily Inferring Rebellion, and High{th 
Freaſon in the Other, and conſequently a Crime thatfI ] 
concerns the Civil Magiſtrate, as much te Puniſh “e 
and Reſtrain, as the Eccleſiaſtical. However thi pi 
Aſſertion at firſt View may look like an High- flov- 
Paradox, the Proof of it will appear in a few Inftand al 
x The Grand Security of our Government, andi fu 
ve very Pillar upon which it ſtands, is founded upory os 


il 
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EYhe ſteady Belief of the Subject's Obligation to an Ab- 
upportq oute, and Unconditional Obedience to the Ae 
oeve Power, in All Things Lawful, and the utter Illegal 
utongy of Reſiſtance upon any Pretence whatſoever, But 
navVolfhis Fundamental Doctrine, notwithſtanding it's Di- 
or in 


ine Sanction in the Expreſs Command of God in 
Pcripture, and without which it is impoſſible any Go- 
ZOFernment of any Kind, or Denomination in the 
ly this World, ſhould ſübſiſt with Safety, and which has 
ruth oſpeen fo long the Honourable, and Diſtinguiſhing 
n both haracteriſtic of Our Church, is now, it ſeems, quite 
triv'd xploded, and Ridicul'd out of Countenance, as an 
Ilnfaſhionable, Superaunugted, nay (which is more 
d, andronderful) as a Dangerous Tenet, utterly Incon- 
ace Olfiſtent with the Right, Liberty, and Property of the 
ze Do cople;who as our New Preachers, and NewPoliticians | 
1ore teach us, (] ſuppoſe by a New, and unheard of Goſpel as 
r Qurswell as Laws) have in contradiction to Both, the 
o OurPower Inveſted in Them, the Fountain and Original 
Corre pf it, to Cancel their Allegiance at pleaſure, and call 
almoſtſtheir Soveraign te account for High- Treaſon againſt. 
ithoushis 1 forſooth! nay to Dethrone, and 
hat in Mürder Him for a Criminal, as they did the R 
ſumeJMertyr by a Judiciary Sentence. And hat is almoſt 
in thqIncredible, preſume to make their Court to their 
> ArJPrince, by maintaining ſach Anti-monarchical 
in the Schemes. But God be Thanked! neither the Con- 
ind al- ſtitution of Our Church or State, is fo far Alter d, but 
High chat by the Laws of Both, ( ſtill in Force, and which 
e thai I hope for ever will be) theſe Damnable Poſitions, let 
uniſhi em come either from Rome; or Geneva, from the Pul- 
er thii pit, or the Preſs, are condemned for Rebellion, and 
flow High Treaſon Our Adverfaries think they effectu- 


ol th 
at Po 


nſtan{ally ſtop our Mouths, and baye-Us Sure and Unan- 


, and{fwerable in this Point, when they urge the Revoluti- 
upon eg ot this Day in their Defence, Bus cerrginly Flicy 


— 
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are the Greateſt Enemies of That, and His Late Ma- ;: 
eſty, and the meſt Ungrateful for the Deliverance, | 
10 endeavour to caſt ſuch Black and Odious Co- 
urs upon Both, How often muſt they be told, that 
the King Himſelf ſolemnly Diſclaim'd the Leaſt : 
Imputation of Reſiſtance in his Declaration; and that 
the Parliament declar'd, That they fer the Crown on 
his Head, upon no other Title, but thar of the Va- 
cancy of the Throne? And did they not Unanimouſ- 
Iy condemn to the Flames, (as it is juſtly Deſerv'd ). 
that Infamous Libel, that would have Pleaded the 
Title of Conqueſt! by which Reſiſtance was ſupposꝰdo 
So Tender were they of the Regal Rights, and, ſo a- 
verſe to infringe tife leaſt Title of Our Conſtitution! 
We ſee How ready theſe Incendaries are to take the 
leaſt Umbrage, to charge their own Curſed Tenets on 
the Church of England, ro Derive their Guilt upon it 
and Quit Scores with it for Their Iniquiry ! Thus do 
they endeavour to draw Compariſons, and to Juſtify, 
the horrid Ad ions and Principles of Forty One, which 
have been of late Years, tothe Scandal of Our Chufch 


133 ſo Publickly Defended, not only by the. 
Agents and Writers of the. Republican Faction, bur, 
by ſome that have the Confidence to Style themſelves 
Sons, and Presbyters of the Church of Exgland; who 


\ 


) *. His Highneſs Declares, in Oppoſition to thoſe | 
_ whogive out, That we do intend to Conquer and 

Enflave theſe Nations, that we have thought fit to 

add a fe Words to Our Declaration; It is not to 

** be-imagin'd, that either thoſe who have Invited Us, F 
of thoſe who are already come to Aſſiſt Us, can Joyn F< 
in a Wicked Attempt of Conqueſt, to make void 
* their Own Lawful Titles to their Honours, E- 
** ſtates, and Intereſts? See the Prince of Oranges De- 
2 claration. Dr, Nunet s Hiſtory of the Four Laſt 
„ „ ed 
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Mar in open Defiance of the moſt peremptory Declarations 
Co. I of God in Scripture, (never to be evaded by any 
Tar Shifts or Miſinterpretations) and the Univerſal Do- 
& 4 ctrin, and Expoſitions of the Catholick Church upon 
Rar it in all Ages, with the expreſs Teſtimony, and Con- 
| on. | currenceof Our Church, fromit's Reformation down 
Va. co. the Preſent Times, Corroborated with the Senſe 
auf. | of Our Legiſlature, ſo unexceptionably Confirm'd in 
d) Our Law's, Dare in Deſpight and Contempt of all this 
the Evidence, manifeſtly Detend the Reſiſtance of the 
24> (| Supream Power, under a Newfangl'd Notion of Self- 
o a. | Defence; the only Inſtance they ſhew of Shame, that 
on! Ichey dare not Yer, maintain Rebellion by it's Proper 
the [Name. | Yer, if thoſe lilly Pretences, and weak Ex- 
io cuſes for it alledg'd, carry any Strength or Reaſon in 
nir Ichem at all, they will equally ſerve to Jullify All the 
18 Rebellions that ever were, or can be committed in the 
TI World. Now as the Republicans Copy aſter the Pa- 
nick [Piſts in moſt of their Doctrins and Practices, I would; 


fain know in this, where the Difference lies, betwixt 


the ſrhe Power Granted to, (as 'tis ſuppos'd Originally 
bur nyeſted, but from what Commiiton God knows) 
Ives Ihe People, to Judge and Dethrone their Sovereign, 
cho fer any Cauſe they think fit. or a no leſs Uſurp?d PO W- 


— Jof the Pope, to ſolve the People from their Allegi- 


noſe © Ipnce, and diſpole of Scepters, and Diadems ta his Fa- 
and Pourites, whenever he thinks it his Intereſt to pluck 
: bem from his Enemies Heads. Compariſons are ge- 


xerally Odious; but a Learned Biſhop ef our 


ing. 


Us .K om, whoſe Averſion ro Popery 1 hope, 18 not Jouh- 
ſoyn ed, I mean the * Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of 
void ————— r NS 
De-. [- *_ Leſs Diſorder may be apprehended from the Pre- 
Lat Senfions of the Reman Biſhops, than from theſe Max- 


ain eas, that put the Power of Judging and Controlling 


* 
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Sarum, has been Bold Judiciouſly to Determine, even 
on the Papift's Side in this Caſe, That if ſuch a Depo- | 
ſing Power is to be entruſted in Mortals Hands, leſs 
| Inconveniences will enſue in placing it in One, than 
in Many, tho? God forbid it ever ſhouldbe Lodg'd 
In any other, than that of God himſelf, the Original 
of all Power, frem whom it proceeds, and to whom 
it muſt Return, the King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and 
Only Ruler of Princes. So that theſe Romantick wild 
Novions will carry Us into ſomething worſe (if *tis 
poſſible) than Popery it ſelf, more Fatal to the Rights 
and Intereſts of the Crown, and the Welfare, and 
Tranquillity of Our Conſtitution, which can never be 
Safe under ſuch Precarious Dependencies, and Deſpo- 
tic Imaginations. A {Prince indeed, in another 
Senſe, will be the Breath of his dSubject's Noſtrils to 
be Blown in, or out, at their Caprice, and Pleaſure, 
and a worſe Vaſſal than even the meaneſt of his 
Guards, Such Villainous and Seditious Principles as 
theſe, Demand a Confutation from that Government 
they ſo inſolently Threaten, and Arraign, and which 
are only Proper to be Anſwered by that Sword they 
would make our Princes bear in Vain, by the So- 
long call'd for Cenſure of an Eccleſiaſtical Synod, and | { 
the Correction of a Provok'd and Affronted Legiſla- Ife 


— wm 1 In 
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com 


the Magiſtrate in the Peoples Hands, which opens a ar 
Door to Endleſs Confuſions, and indeed, ſets every C. 
Private Perſons upon the Throne, and introduceth an [Þ. 
Anarchy, which will never admit ot Order, and Re- 
medy, whereas, Thoſe who have but One Pretender 
over Them, could more eaſily deal with Him, and 
more Vigorouſly Reſiſt Him, | Vindication of the 
Church of Sco:/ and, Printed at Glaſgow, 1670. p. 68, Ip. 
69. | EW | 


ture, 


ture, to whoſe Strict Juſtice, and undeſerv'd Mercy 
I commit both them and their Authors. Only give 
me leave to diſmiſs em with a Remark of the Pious 
and Learned Biſhop Andrews upon ſome of their Falſe 
Brethren in his Time. What ( ſays that Good Pre- 
late) x now become of thoſe Words of God, Touch not mine 
Anointed > Are we not fallen into Strange Times, that 
Men dare thus Print and Publiſh, yea, even Preach and Pro- 
claim their Sins; even thoſe ſinful and ſhameleſs Poſitions, 
to the Eyes, and Ears of the Whole World 2 Whereby God's 
, Anointed are Endanger d, Men's Souls are Poyſon'd, Chri- 
ian Religion = Blaſphem'd is a Murtherer of her Own 
Kings ; God in hi Charge s openly Contradicted, and Men 
made Believe, they ſhall go to Heaven in breaking God's 

Commandments, What could have been ſpoken with 

2 more Prophetical Spirit, ef theſe filthy Dreamers, 


"Theſe Preſumptuous and Self-will'd Men, Deſpiſers of 


Dominion and Government, who are not afraid to 
ſpeak Evil ef Dignities, who wreſt the Word of God 
to their Own, and their deluded Peoples Perdition; 
and think to Conſecrate even the worſt of Sins, with 
what is almoſt Analogous to theBlaſphemy againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt! Theſe Falſe Brethren in Our Govern- 
ment, do not Singly, and in Private ſpread their Poy- 


fon, but ( what is lamentable to be ſpoken ) are ſuf- 


ferd to combine into Bodies, and Seminaries, where- 
in Atheiſm, Deiſm, Tritheiſm, Socinianiſm, with 
all the Helliſh Principles of Fanaticiſm, Regicide, 
and Anarchy, arc openly Profeſs'd, and Taught, to 
Corrupt. and Debauch the Youth of the Nation, in all 


Parts of it, down to Poſterity, tothe Preſent Reproach, 


_—_—_—— F Sa : 
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Sermon 3. on the Conſpiracy of the Gowries, 
Preach'd before the King at Holdenbeigh, Aug: F. 1610 
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and future Extirpation of Our Laws, and Religion. 
- Certainly the Toleration was never intended to In- 
dulge, and Cheriſh ſuch Monſters, and Vipers in our 
 Bolom, that ſcatter Their, Peſtilence at Noon- day, 
and will Rend, Diſtract, and Confound, the firmeſt 
and Beſt-ferrl'd Conſtitution in the World. In ſhort, 
as the Engliſh Government can never be Secure on a- 
ny other Principles, but ſtrictly Thoſe of the Church 
of England, fo | will be bold to ſay, where any Part 
of ir is Truſted in Perſons of any Other Notions, 
They mult be Falſe ro Themſelves, if They are True 
to their Truſts ; or if They are True to Their Opi- 
nions, and Intereſts, muſt Berray That Government 


They are Enemies to, upon Principle. Indeed, We 


mult do em that Juſtice, to confeſs, That ſince the 
Sectariſts have found out a way (which their Fore- 
fathers, God knows, as Wicked as they were, would 
have Abhorr'd ) to ſwallow not only Oaths, but Sa- 
craments, to Quality theraſelves to get into Places, 
and Preterments; theſe Sanctify'd Hypocrites can 
put on a ſhew of Loyalty, and ſeem tellerably Eaſy 
in the Government. if they can Engroſs the Honours 
and Profits of it. But let Her Majeſty reach out Her 
Little Finger to touch their Loyns, and theſe Sworn 
Ad verſaries to Paſſive Obedience, and the Royal Fa- 
mily ſhall fret themſelves, and Curſe their Queen, 
and their God, and ſhall look upwards. And ſo much 
for Our Political Falſe Brethren, till I come to ſpeak 

with 'em again by and by, I proceed, Ss 
3 In the Third Place, to a more Inferior Species 
of Them, that Act in a Lower Sphere, namely 
"Fhofe who in their Private Capacities, are Falſe, ei- 
ther in their Friendſhip, Correfpondence, or Deal- 
ing; Bur theſe Sins of Unfaithfulneſs, as the Pſalmiſt 
calls them, being of ſo Copious, and Extenſive à Na- 
ture, and Reſpecting the Private Concerns of . 
| ite, 


| Life,!l ſhall only trouble You with enumerating ſome 
of the general Inſtances of them: Such as are, Be- 


tray ing Our Friend in his Secrets, Deſcrting him in 


his Misfortunes, in not Defending his Reputation, 
when falſely Accus'd, in an Obſequious Compliance 


with Him, in any Indirect, or Diſhonourable Meas 


ſures, in a Nauſeous Flattery of his Follies, or Vices, 


in Permitting him in any Error, without Admoniti- 


on, and in giving him wrong Advice, and not leading 
him out of it. Such are alſo, with regard to Our 


Neighbour, the Concealing, or Miſrepreſenting any 


Truth that he is Concern'd to know, Playing upon 


his Faith with Doubtful and Ambiguous Inſinuati- 
ons, with Double Equivocations, and Diſlimulatory 
Expre ſſions, an Actual Breach of Word, Promiſe, or 
Profeſſion, Clandeſtine Undermining by Circumven- 


tion, Fraud, or Craft, Back-biting, and Secretly 


Slandering, Propagating Scandal, and Bearing Falſe- 
Witneſs, and Partaking ſeveral ways in his Sins; 
which are all the Characteriſtcs of an Inſidious Trea- 
cherous, and Falſe-hearted Knave. But theſe Vices 
being of a Private Conſideration, I haſten to the next 
General Head propos'd, Namely, _ 8 
II. Secondly, To lay before You the Great Pe- 
Til, and Miſchiefs of theſe Falſe Brethren in Church, 
and State; which I ſhall endeavour to do, by Pro- 
ving that They Weaken, Undermine, and Betray in 
Themſelves, and Encourage, and put it in the Pow- - 
er of Our Profeſs'd Enemies, to Overturn and De- 
ſtroy the Conſtitution, and Eftabliſhment of Both. 
1. And Firſt, as to the Church, But here it is ve- 
Ty Neceſſary to Premiſe, That by the Church of 
England, we are to underſtand the True Genuine No- 
tion of it, as it ſtands Contra- diſtinguiſh'd in it's E. 
rabliſh'd Doctrin, Diſcipline, and Worſhip, from all 
Other Churches, and Schiſmaticks, who would ob 
2 . | trude 


24 - The Perils of Falſe Brethren, 


crude upon Us, a Wild, Negative Idea of a National 
Church, ſo as to Incorporate; Themſelves into the Bo- 
dy, as True Members of it; Whereas tis evident 
that this Latitudinarian, Heterogeneous Mixture of 
all Perſons of what Different Faith ſoever, Uniting 


in Proteſtancy,{( which is but One Single Note of the 


Church of England ) would render it the molt Abſurd 
Contradictory, and Self. Inconſiſtent Body in the 
World. This Spurious, and Villainous Notion, which 
will take in Jews, Quakers, Mahometans, and any thing 
as well as Chriſtians, as ridiculoully incongruous as 
*tis, may fbe firſt Obſetv'd, as One of thoſe Prime, 
Popular Engines, Our Falſe Brethren have made Uſe 
of, to Undermine the very Eſſential Conſtitution of 
Our Church; which, as it ſtands Guarded with it's 
Own Sacred Fences, with Her only True Sons in 
Her Boſom, may Defy all the Malice of the Devil, 


and Her Enemies, to Prevail againſt Her: But ſuch 


2s her hard Fortune, Her Worſt Adverſaries muft be 

let into Her Bowels, under the holy Umbrage of Sons, 
whe neither Believe Her Faith, own Her Million, 
Submit to Her Diſcipline, or Comply with Her Li- 
turgy. And to admit this Religious Trejan Horſe, 
big witn Arms, and Ruin, into Our Holy City, the 
Streight Gate mult be laid quite Open, Her Walls, 
and Incloſures pull'd down, and an High-Road made 
in upon Her Communion, and this Pure Spouſe of 


Chriſt Profſtituted to more Adulterers than the Scarlet 


Whore in the Revelation. Her Articles muit be Taught 
the Confuſion of all Senſes, Nations, and Languages, 
to render Her a Babel, and Deſolation. This was in- 


deed the Ready way to Fill the Houſe of God, but 


with what? with Pagan Pee ſts, inſtead of Chriſtian 
Sacrifices, with fuch Unhaliow'd, Loathſome, and 
Deteſtable Guefts, as would have Driv'n out the Ho- 
ly Spirit of God with indignation, This Pious a 
2 I ign 
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gn of making Our Houſe of Prayer à Den of Thicues, 
of Reforming Our Church into a Chaos, iswrell known m 
to have been Attempted - ſeveral times in Ihis King- 

dom, and lately within Our Memory, when all 
Things ſeem'd to Favour it, but that Good Provi- 
dence, which ſo happily Interpos'd, againft the Ruin 


of Our Church, and Blaſted the Long- projected 


Schems of theſe Ecclefiaſtical Achitopbels. A Scheme 
ſo Monſtrous, fo Romantic, and Abſurd, that tis 
hard to ſay, whether it had more of Vilhainy, or Fol- 
Iy init, and which even the Sectatiſts of all Sorts 
(ho will not be fatisfy'd with any thing leſs than 
Soveraignty )-Explod & and Laugh'd ah, as Ridicu- 
lous and Impracticable, It was doubtleſs a Wiſe way 
to Exemplify Our Brotherly Love, and! Charity for 
the Souls of Men, to put both 'Them and Our ſelves. 
into a Gulph of Perdition, by throwing uip the Eflen- 
rials of our Faith, and the Uniformity of our Wor- 
ſhip. Bur ſince the Model of an Univerſal Liberty, 
and Coalition fail'd, and theſe Falſe Brethrem could not 
carry the Conventicle into the Church, they are now 


. Reſolv'd to bring the Church into the Conventicle, 


which will more Plauſibly, and Slily Effe ct her Ruin 
What could not be gain'd by Compreh:enhion, and 
Toleration, muſt be brought about by Moderation; 
and Occaſional Conformity, that is, what they coul 

not do by Open Violence, they will not tail by Secret 
Treachery, to Accompliſh. IF the Church can't be 


Pull'd down, it may be Blown up; anel no matter 


with theſe Men How tis Deſtroy'd, ſo that it is De- 
ſtroy'd. Now let Us, I beſeech You in the Name of 
God. fairly conſider what muſt be the Conſequence 
of this Scandalous Fluctuation, and T imming be- 
twixt the Church, and Diſſenters, bothi in Conſci- 
ence, and Prudence. Does not this Innovating, Gt» 
ving up, or Receding from, any One Point, or * 
4 cla 
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cle in our: Faith, Violate, and Affect the Whole 


Frame, and Body of it? Can we- either add to, or 


Diminiſh from the Leaſt ſot of our Religion? Are 


We to take it's Conſtitut ion as our Saviour, and his 

Apoſtles Deliver'd it dawn to Us; or have we Au- 

thority to Gurtail, Mangle, or Alter it to 944 it to 
(Ste- 


the Pride Humours, Caprice, and Quamſick 
machs of Obſtinate, Moody, Way ward, and Self- 


conceited Hypocrites, and Enthuſiaſts ?. Will not 


ſuch a Baſe aid Time - ſerying Compliance give the 


Enemies of Our Church an Occaſion of Blaſpheming 
Her as Weak; and Inconftant a Will it not Argue 
the Illegality of Her Ordinances, and Laws, or that 
they were too Rigid, and wantęd an Abatement? Will 
not this Harden, Encourage, nay Juſtify, the Diſſen- 


ters in their Opinion of their Separation, when they 
fee ſuch large Allowances, and Conceiiions. made in 


it's Favour 2 What Diſhonburable, and Unworthy 
Opinions muſt they entertain of the Prieſts of that 
Church, who can Sacrifice their moft Solemn Decla- 


rations, and Oaths to Complaifance, and Prefer- 


ent? What would be {the End of All this, but to 
Eſtabliſh Hereſy, and Eraſtianiſm upon the Ruins of 
dur Faith, and Diſciplice ?, Would not this Spiritual 
| | 551 deg ang deg Fallacious Tricking, and Double- 


Honeſty, or Piety out of Men's Minds, make 'em 


Unconcern'd, whether there is Any, or No Religion, 


Run em into an Univerlal Scepticiſm, and Infideli- 
- 97 and make em All Atheiſts, or Papiſts? Fer when 
the 


had Turn'd about, and abeut, and were grown 


Giddy with Change, they would either Give up 


Themſelves to the Disbelief of all things, or Reſt 
their Weary'd Judgements in the Authority of that 


Church alone, that can Delude t em withs the Speci- 


ous Pretences of an Infallible Guide. Thus Qur Falſe 


Brethren, 


lealing, Eradicate all the Principles of Truth, and 
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Brethren, as the Jews did our Bleſſed Saviour, Cruci- 
fy his Church Betwixt Thieves ; and as they com- 
mitted that Exccrable Villainy under a Pretended 
Fear leaſt the Romans ſhould come and take away 


their Place, and Nation, which by thar very Fact 


They brought upon Themſelves : So theſe Men, out 
of a Fictitious Fear leſt the Modern Romans ſhould 
come, and Deſtroy Our Church, are Working that 


Ruin they pretend to Avoid, and under a Falfe Zeal 


of Keeping out Popery, are "Themſelves. infallibly 
bringing in That very Popety into Our Kingdom, 


with which they fo Falſely, and Ungratefully endea- 


your to Attaint the Church of England, the Greateſt 
Bulwark, and only Safe-Guard againſt Popery in the 


| whole World! Tho' it were oa, © to be wiſh'd that 


thoſe Excellent Laws made for Her Defence, and Se- 


curity were at preſent put Strictly into Execution; 


for the Roman Catholic Agents, and Miſſionaries that 


{warm about this Great City, as it were in Defiance 


and Contempt of them, were never more Buſy in ma- 
king Proſelytes to their Superſtition, and Idolatry; 


and Perverting and Debauching Her Majeſty's Sub- 


jets in every Corner of our Streets. 
2 Thus we ſee how Dangerous theſe Falſe Brethren 
are to Our Church, which is ſo Great, and Conſide- 
rable a Branch of our Civil Conſtitution, that the 
Support of Our Government depends upon it's Wel- 
fare, and what Affects That, muſt ſtrike at the Foun- 
dation of Our State ; Innovation in Either tending to 
the Subverſion of their Laws, and the Unſettling their 
Eſtabliſhment, and conſequently to Anarchy, and 
Confuſion. But to draw this Argument more home 
to the Point; I will endeavour to Prove, that our 
Falfe Brethren are as Deſtructive of our Civil, or Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Rights. For firſt it cannot be deny'd, that 
tho They do ſubmit to the Government, their Obe- 
Þ : dience 


28 The Perils of Falſe Brethren, . 


Aience is Forc'd, and Conſtrained, and therefore ſo 


Treacherous, and Uncertain, as never to be Truſted, 


becauſe proceeding upon no Principle, but meer In- 
tereſt and Ambition; and when ever that changes, 


their Allegiance mult follow it; and therefore (to uſe 
their Own Expre ſiion) are as much Occaſional Loy- 
aliſts ro the State, as They are Occaſional Confermiſts 


to the Church, that is, They will Betray either, 


whenever it is in their Power, and They think it for 
their Advantage. Falſehood always implies Treachery; 
and whether That is a Qualification for any One to 
be Truſted, eſpecially with the Guardianſhip of our 
Church, or Crown, let our Governors conſider- 
And certainly nothing but the moſt Sottiſn Infatuati- 
on can 1o far Blind both our Eyes, and our Judg- 
ments, as to make us Believe, that the ſame Cauſes 
ſhould not produce the ſame Effects, and that the 


ſame Latitudinarian and RepublicanNotions ſhould not 


bring forth the ſame Rebellious and Pernicious Con- 


lequences. They are plcas'd now to ſoften their Lewd 


Principles, and cover their Dangerous Tenets with _ 


the Name of Speculative Opinions; but what Fatal 
Practices they have created, and whether theſe Sedi- 


tious Thoughts will not again Exemplify themſelves 


in the ſame Bloody Actions, We ſſhall be Convinc'd, 
to our Sorrow, if We dow: Apprehend that the Old 


Leaven of their Fore-Fathers is {till Working in their 
Preſent Generation, and that this Traditional Poyſon 
till remains in this Brood of Vipers, to Sting Us to 


Death, is ſufficiently Vitble, from the Dangerous 


Encroachments They now make upon our Govern- 
ment, and the FPreaſonable Reflections They have 
Publiſn'd on Her Majeity, God Bleſs Her! Whoſe 
Hereditary Right to the Throne, They have had the 
| Impudeace to Deny, and Cancel, to make Her a 
Creature of their own Power, and that by the ſame. 


| Prin- 
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Principles They Placid a Crown upon Her, They 


tell Us They (that is the Mob) may Re-iffume it at 
their Pleaſure. N 1 

theinſelves from the Religious Liberty Our Gracious 
Sovereign has Indulg'd them, to Claim a Civil Right, 
as they Term it; and to juſtle the Church out of Her 


ay, now: They have Advanc'd 


Eſtabliſhment, by Hoiſting their Toleration into is 


Place; and to convince Us what alone will ſatisfy | 
em, infolently Demand the Repeal of rhe Corpora- 
tion, andthe Teſt Acts, as an Eccleſiaſtical Uſurpa- 
tion, which indeed under Her Majeſty (whom God 


long Preſerve for it's Comfort and Support) is the on- 
Iy Security. the Church has to Depend upon, And 


which they have ſo far Eluded by their Abominable 
Hypocriſy, as to have Undermin'd Her Foundations, 
and Indanger the Government, by filling it With it's 


4 
» 


Profeſs'd Enemies. Theſe Charges are ſo Flagrant, 
and Undeniabte, that a Man muſt be very Weak, or 
ſomething worſe, that thinks or Pretends, the Diſ- 
ſenters are to be Gain'd, or won over by any other 

Grants, and Indulgences, thati giving up our Whole 


. Conſtitution: And he that recedes the leaſt Title 


from it, to ſatisfy, or Ingratiate with theſe Clamour- 
ous, Inſatiable, and Church-Devouring Malignants, 


| knows not-what Spirit They are of, or He ought to 


ſhew who is a True Member of Our Church. Have 
They not ever ſince their firſt Unhappy Plantation in 


this Kingdom, by the Interceſſion of That Falſe Son 


of the Church, Biſhop Grindhall, always Improv'd, 
and Riſe upon their Demands in the Permiſſion of the 
Government? Inſomuch that Queen . 04 Cong 
was Deluded by thatPerfidious Prelate to the Tolera- 
tion of the Genevien Diſcipline; found it ſuch an Head- 
ſtrong, and Encroaching Monſter, that in Eight 
Years, She foreſaw it would Endanger the Mogarchy, 
as well as the Hierarchy : And like a Queeñ of True 


j 
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| Reſolution; and Pious Zeal for Both, pronounc' d: 


the leaft Invidious Refle 


That ſuch were the Reſtles Spirits of that Factious 


People, that no Quiet was to be Expected from them, 
_*rill they were utterly. 7 : Which like a 
Prudent Princeſs, She did by 


riſhing on Her Head. And had Her Succeſſor, King 


James, but follow'd Her Wiſe Politicks, his Son had 


never faln a Martyr to their Fury, nor any of his Un- 


happy Offspring ſuffer'd. thoſe Dſiaſtrous.Calamities, 


which made the Royal Family One continu'd Sacri- 


fice to their Malice. And what better could haye 
been expected from Miſcreants, begot in Rebellion, | 
Born in Sedition, and Nurs'd up in Faction? I would _ 


not here be Miſunderiooe, 3» if I intended to caft 


let Them Enjoy ix in 


4 


per Sphere, and nor grow Eccentrick, and like Cox 
mets that Burſt their Orb, Threaten the Ruin an 


Powafall of Our Church, and State. Indeed the 
tell us ther have Relinauſh'd the Principles, as we 


as the Sins of their Fore-fathers. If ſo, why do they 
not Renaunce ſheir Schiſm, and come Sincerely into 
Our Church? Why do they Pelt Her with more 
_ Blaſpbemous Libels, and Scurrilous Lampoons, than 
were ever Publiſh'd in Oliver's Uſurpation ? Have | 
they not lately Villaipouſly Divided us with Knaviſſi 


iſt inctions of High, and Low-Church Men? Are 


* 


Papiſts, Jacobites, and Conſpirators ? And what do 


they mean by all this Inſidious Cant, -butfby Falſe In 
 fnvarions, and raifipg Groundlcls Jealouſies, and 


— 


Fears, 


| Wholſome Severities, 
that the Crown for many Years ſat Eaſy, and Flou- 
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tion upon that Indulgence 
the Government has condeſcended to give em, which 
I am ſure all thaſe that wiſh. well to Our Church wr 
very ready to Grant to F truly Scrupulous; | 
1 Enjoy the full Limits the Law has 
Preſcribd. But let them alſo move within their Pro- 


not the Beſt Characters they can give Us, thoſe of 


top, 
„ 


22 


WW r . Lo 


ners, an 
Worſhip, given over to all Licentiouſneſs, both in 
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Fears, to Imbroil the Publick, and td bring it into 
that Confufion, the are Suggeſting upon Us? Whe- 


ther theſe Men are not Contriving, and Plotting our 


Ruin, and whether all theſe Falſe Brethren, that fall 


in with rhele Meaſures, and Deligns, do not Contri- 
bute baſely to ir, I leave every Impartial Man that 


Wiſhes the Welfare of Our Conſtitution to Determine: 


And if we find this true in Fact, What reaſon have 


we to think, but that the National Sins are Ripen'd 


up to a full Maturity, te call down Vengeance from 
Providence on a Church and Kingdom, thus De- 


+] cane it's Principles, and Corrupted in it's Man- 


inſtead of the True Faith, Diſcipline, and 


Opinion and Practice, to all Senſuality, Hypscriſy, 
l and Atheiſm? And now are We under 
no Danger In theſe Deplorable Circumſtances 2 Muft 
We Lull Our ſelves under this ſad Repoſe, and in 
ſuch à Stupid, Lerhargic Security, Embrace Our 
Ruin? When E/iſba, the Great Prophet of God, 
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| for his Life, his Blind Servant beheld not the Peril 


his Maſter was in, till his Eyes were Open'd by Mi, 
racles, and he found Himſelf in the midſt of Horſes 


| Had Chartors of Fire? I;ptay God We may de ouf 


of Danger; but we may remember the King's Perſon 
Was Voted to be fo, at the ſame Time'thar his Murs 


_ therers were Conſpiring his Death. What JL have thus 


freely ſpoken, hope is as much without Offence, 48 


| it proceeds from a Good Intention, and a Tender 


Concern for Her Majefty's Perfon, ard Goverriment; 


and an hearty Zeal for the Hohout and Safety of ouf 


Excellent Church, and Conſtitution. Tentreat Four 
Parience.. .-.: VV 
III. Briefly to ſer forth the Heinous Malignity, E. 
normous Guilr, and Folly of this Prodigious Sin of | 


1, And 


1 ue Perils of Falſe Brethrep, 
1 Firſt, With Regard to God and Religion. It is of 


ful Threats, and Anathema's. It is Betray ing our L. 
moſt Solemn Oaths, proving Falſe to our Sacred FTruſt, | of 
and Commiſſion, Ad miniſtring to, and Indulging co 


Men in the moſt Mortal Sins, Endangeripg both eur i br 
1 5 Dear Eko which 35 
Chriſt Dy'd, by Expoſing it to the Corruptions of | ot 


ricate with his Immutable Qracles of Truth, in Wre- ne 
ſting 'em, to maintain the, moſt Diabolical Falſhoods, | ar 
and Errors, and making Veracit itſelf the Author, in 
and Patronizer of Lyes. It is Forſaking Our Baptiſ- kr 
mal Covenant, baſely Deſerting the Gloriqus Colours 1c 
we are Liſted under, Turning Refugees from our Sa- as 
yiour, and Adherents to his Abjur'd Enemies. In a F 
Word, to Accompliſh any wretched Secular Deſign, it, 
to Gratify their Pride, or Ambition, to Feed their in 
Luſt, or Ayarice, to Wreak their Spleen, or Revenge, W 
out of Envy, or Diſappointment, 6 a Little, Paul- Pi 


Vaſt Scandal, and Offence mult it give to all Perſons | 1 


% 
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of Piety, and Integrity, to ſee Men of Character, and 
Stations thus Shift, and Prevaricate with their Princi- 


Iples, and Starting from their Religion upon a.ny Oc- 
I Laion of Difficulty, or Trial, and like the Diſciples, 


flying from, and forſaking Our Saviour, when his 
Life lay at the Stake? To lee Men's Opinions; fit las 


5 TLooſe aboue 'em as their Garments, to be pul: on, or 


off, for Convenience? What can Unwary Perſons 
conclude from ſuch Tergiverſation, and Hy pocriſy, 
bu: that All Religion is State Craft, and Im poſture ? 
That all Godlinels is Gain; and that the Doctrines 
_ of the Church, lie not ſo much in Her Articles, as 
Her Honours, and Revenues 2 Without doubt, this 
Modern Latitude, and Infamous Double-Dealing, as 
it can proceed from nothing but the Rankel Atheiſm, 
| fo it muſt Propogate it whereſoever it goes,; and 'tis 
not to be Quettion'd but that the Wonderful Increaſe, 


and Impudent Appearance of all Sects and. Hereſies, 


in this Kingdom at preſent, beyond whai: was ever 
| known in Former Ages, is chiefly to be Ati ributed to 
it. But this Crime is as Pernicious to Human Society, 
as Religion, for it Deſtroys All Common Honeſty, 
Faith, and Credit in the World, and in the place of 
| it, ſets up an Univerſal Trade of Couſenage, Sharg- 
ing, Diſlimulation, and Downright K aavery., For, 
What Dependanee can fthere be upon a Man of no 
Principles? What 'Truſt in Equivocations, Evaſions, 
and Lyes ? Nor indeed could any One be ſuppos'd ſo 


I Sorttiſh, as to place the leaſt Confidence in theſe Men, 
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I 


did they not Bait their Hook, and Cover their Trea- 
chery with the Sacred, and Plauſible Pretences of 
Friendſhip, whereby they are capable of doing much 
more Miſchief, than a bare-fac'd and profeſs d Ene- 
my. In what Moving and Lively Colours does the 
Holy Pſalmiſt Print out the Crafty Inſidiouſneſs of 
| fuck wily Volponcs? © Wickedaels, ( ſays be ) is 

. e = : therelng 
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*therein, Deceit and Guile go net out of their Streets? 

For it is not an Open Enemy that has done me this 
»Diſhotiour, for then 1. could have born it: Neither 
* was it mine Adverſary that did Magnify himſelf a- 
* gainſt Me, for then peradventure I would have hid 
my ſellf from him: But, it was even Thou! my Com- 


* panion, Guide, and mine own Familiar Friend; 


We totok ſweet Counſel. together, and walked in 
© the Hoiiſe of God as Friends. There is no Faithful. 
*neſs in their Mouths, their inward Parts are very 
Wicked neſs; their Throats are Open Sepulchres, 


* and their Words are ſmoother than Oil, yet be they | 
very Swords. Like Foab, they pretend to /peak Peace= | 


* ably, and ſmite us Mortally under the Fifth Rib. 
23. Thirdly, With Regard to a Man's Self, it is 
bard to Diiftinguiſh whether our Falſe Brethren prove 


themſelves Guilty of more exceſſive Knavery, or Fol- : 


ly. For whatever theſe Cunning, Temporizing Po- 
liticians miay think, they will find, after all their 
ShuMing., and Compliance, that the Plain Road, of 
Truth, Honeſty, and Integrity, is both the. moſt 
Prudent, as well as the Safeſt Way they can follow, 
and that the Wiſdom of this World is as much Fool- 
 3hneſs with Men, as 'tis with God. For certainly 
there is no Sin that ſo much Diſappoints it's own | 
os as This does. Perhaps the Man may Obtain the 
reſent Advantage, He has in Proſpect, by relinqui- 
ſbing his Old Friends, and Principles; but is ever 
ſuch a Mercenary Convert receiv'd heartily into the 
Boſom of his Former Enemies? Or are they ever 
found-ſo Credulous, and Good-natur'd, as to Forgive, 


and Believe ſuch an Apoſtate, Cordial, and Sincere, | _ 


and fit to be Truſted in any Matter of Weight, or 

Importance, who has Betray'd his Own Party for the 
little, Sordid Lucre of a Place, or Preferment ? Arid 
is again ready to be Retrograde, whenever the . 'r 
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ſhall Change, and Veer'about 2 Such a Falſe Brother 
may ſerve the Preſent Turn of his Adverſaries, who 


may ſeem whilſt they want the Fool, to Flatter, and 
Cateſs him; but ler ſuch a Turn- Coat reſt aflur'd, 


He ſhall meet with Hypocriſy, tor Hypocriſy ; and 
fnce He is got upon the Stage, ſhall Act his Part, and 
be Hiſs'd off when He has done? Such a Wiſe Game 
do our Projectors Play, they Barter, and Betray their 


Friends, only to Sell themſelves Slaves into the Hands 


of their Enemies, Who ſhall Treat them with more 
Inſolence, Diſdain, and Tyranny, than Honeft Men 
do with Scorn, and Contempt, it they don't go the 
whole Lengths ef their Party, ſtick at nothing, rho” 
never ſo Impious, and Abſurd. and run from one Ex- 


tream to a quite Contiary. 1 nus Little, thus Baſe, 


thus Odious, thus Contemptible, thus Servile, nay 

thus Execrable is the Traytor, and Double- Dealer in 
the Sight, not only of all Honeſt Mon, but the moſt. 
Profeſs'd Knaves, and Hypocrites, Who cannot but 


dave a Tacit Regard, and Veneration for a Man of 


Stead ineſs, and Probity, that upon All Occaſions is 
True to Himſelf, and his Cauſe, is abovethe Threats, 
as well as Flatteries ef this World, {{i!] Truſting in 
his God, and in his oven Integrity, and Juſtice, De- 
1pitng his Intereſt, or Succeſs, and is under all Cir- 
cumſtances like that God, and Religion He Believes, 
and Serves, without Varilablenels, or Shadow of 
Change. but is the ſame to day, tomorrow, and for 
ever. Farther, theſe *Fa!/e Brethren cannot be more 


_ - » Odtous to God, and Man, than they are to Them- 
ſelves, who are always a Self. Contradiction, full of 


Confuſion, and Perplexity, perpetually Haunting 
themſelves, the Worſt of Demons, maintaining an 
Irreconcilable War between the Outward, and In- 


ward Man, Conformiſts in Profeiiion. Half-Confur- 


miſts in Practice, and Non-Conformilts in Judgment. 
Is, | \ by | 4 Such 
| 3 Such 
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Such a Mixture of Inconſiſtency, and Nonſenſe, that 


any One, that has the leaſt Spark of Conſcience, or 


Reaſon, mult Renounce, and Deteft. But this diſmal 
Effect has ſuch a State of Habitual Hypocriſy, that 


it quite Damps and Extinguiſhes Both, Quenches the 
Holy Spirit of God, and Crucihes his Son afreſh; 


and as it finds a Man void of Shame, generally without 


a Miraculous Converſion leaves him incapable of Re- 
penta ce, and both Damns him here, and hereaf- 


ter; and as He Choſe it in This World, Appoints 
him in the Next, hs Portion with Hypocrites, and Un- 
believers, with all Lyars, that have their Part in the Lake 


which Burns with Fire and Brimſtone, with the Grand- 


Father of Falſhood, the Devil and hs Angels. And ſo 


here We leave our Falſe Brethren in the Company 


they always keep Correſpondence with. 


IV. Now what ſhould be the Reſult of this Long 
Diſcourſe, but that if We bear any True Concern fon 
the Intereſt, Honour, and Safety of our Churchfand 


Government, We ought ſtedfaſtly to Adhere to thoſe 


Fundamental Principles, jupon which Both are Foun- 
| fed, and upon which their Security under God alone 


depends; and conſequently that it highly Behoves 
Us, Cautiouſly to Watch againit, to Mark, and A- 
void All thoſe that thus Treacherouſly Deſert them. 
And indeed it would be both for Our Advantage, as 


| * well as Their Credit, if ſuch Men would throw off 
the Mask, entirely Quit Our Church, of which They 


are no True Members, and not fraudulently Eat Her 
Bread, and lay wait for Her Ruin, Purloin Her Re- 
venues, and ungratefully Lift up their Heels againſt 
Her, For then We ſhould be One Fold under One 


Sheepherd , all thoſe Invidious Diſtinctions that 


now Diſtract and Coniound Us Loſs'd, and We 
ſhould be Terrible like an Army with Banners 
to our Enemics, who could never Break in upon ſuch 
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an Uniform, and Well-compacted Body. Tbis indeed 

* would be a True Peace, and Solid Union, when We 

ſhould 4!! with One Mind, and One Mouth, Glorify God, 

and not with a Confus'd Diverſity of Contradictious 
Opinions, and inconſiſtent Jargon of Worſhip, which 
the God of Peace, Purity and Order cannot but Ab. 
hor. As it is a Maxim in Politicks, that All Govern- 
ments are beſt ſupported by the ſame Methods, and 
Counſels upon which they are Founded; ſo it will 

appear undeniably True in its Application to Our 
_ Conſtitution, which can be Maintain'd by no Other 

Principles, but Thoſe on which it is Builr, and like 
their Baſis, the Goſpel, if there's any Violation, or 
Breach made in any Branch of it, it Shakes and En- 
dangers the whole Frame, and Body. T'hele Things, 
however Little they may be Repreſented by Our Ad- 
verſaries, will be? found of the molt Conſiderable 
Conſequences. Let Us therefore, as We are Unhap- 
Py Sharers of St. Paul's Misfortune, to have Our 
Church in Perils among Falſe Brethren, follow his Ex- 

_ ample, and Conduct in a Parallel Caſe, He tells Us 
in his Epiſtle i» the Galatiens, c. 2. That he was Oh. 
ſtructed, and Peſter'd in his Preaching the Goſpel, 
by Falſe Brethren unawares biought in, who came Pri- 
vily to Spy out His Liberty, which He had in Chriſt 
Jeſus, that They might bring him into Bondage : I's 
whom he gave Place by Subiection, no not for an 
Hour, that the Truth of the Goſpel might continue 
with the Church. Doubtleſs this Brave, and Bold 
Reſolution did the Apoſtle take by the peculiar Com- 

mand, and Inſpiration of rhe Holy Ghoſt; and yet if 
Our Diſlenters had Liv'd in thoſe Times, they would 

have Branded him as an Intemperate, Eliot, Furious 

Zuealot, that wanted to be Sweern'd, by the Gentle 

Spirit or Charity, and Moderation forſlocth. Schkitm, _ 

and Faction, are Things = Impudent, and Incroach- 


er 
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ing Natures, they Thrive upon Conceſſions, take 
Permiſſion for Power, and Advance a Toleration 
immediately into an Eſtabliſhment. And are there- 
fore to be Treated like Growing Miſchiefs, or Infe- 
ſtious Plagues, kept at a Diſtance, Jeafſt their Deadly 
Contagion ſpreads, Let Us :herefore have no Fellowſh1p 


with theſe Works of Darkneſs, but rather Reprove them, | 
Let Our Superior Paſtors do their Duty in Thunder- 


ing out their Eccleſiaſtical Anathema, and let any Pow- 
er on Earth Dare Reverſe a Sentence Ratify'd in Hea- 
ven. Let Them Diſcountenance all theſe Seditious, 
Luke-warm, Almoſt-Chriſtians, and Promote Men 
or 4zPrebity, Conſcience, and Courage. I ſay Con- 
ſcience, and Courage, for the One without the Other, 
is like Faith without Works, Dead, and Inſignifi- 
cant. A Chriſtian, and a Coward, are ſuch Contra- 
dictions as were never found in the Church Militant; 
Men of T'imerovs, and Baſtardly Spirits, who are A- 
tham'd to Own, or Afraid to Defend their Principles, 
leaſt they ſhould Looſe, or Suffer by ir, will prove ve- 
ry Poor Diſciples of the Croſs! Such Men ( as an In- 
genious Prelate Wittily expreſſes it) are only Honeſt 
by Chance, Let us D<i--ite the Sneaking, .Shvffling 
Compliances of ſuch a Fonſult their Safety, and not 


their Innocence, and Dare to be True in the Worſt of 
Times, with this All ſuſtaining, Cordial, Comfort, 
that whatever Enemies We Gain, or Friends We 
Lofe, We carry One within Us, that can Confronr, - 


Vanquiſh, and Counterbaliance All. ( a) V unto 


them that have a Fearſul Heart, and to the faint Hands, 
and to the Sinner that geeth two Manner of Mars ſays the 
Miſe Man. And Agreeable to Him, the Apoſtle in ve- 
ry Sarcaſtic Expreſſions, (Mo unto them that have 


— 
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gone in the way of Cain, and run greedily after the 


Error of Balaam for Reward, and Periſh'd in the Gain- 


ſaying of Corah. Theſe are Spots in Your Feaſts of Chart. 
ty, Clouds without Water, carry'd about of Winds, Trees 
whoſe Fruit's Mither'd, without Fruit, Twice Dead, pluck't 
wp by the Roots, Raging Waves of the Sea foaming out 
their Own Shame, Wandering Stars to whom # Revers'd the 
| Blackneſs of Darkneſs for Ever, Let us therefore, 
being well aſſur'd how much Our Cauſe Deſerves, 
and how much at preſent it requires OurBraveſtReſo- 
lutions, hold faſt our Integrity, and Religion without Ma- 
vering, and earneftly Contend for the Faith, which was 
once deliver d unto the Saints, ( a ) My Brethren, be Strong 
in the Lord, and in the Power of hu Might, Put on the 
whole Armour of God, that ye may be able to ſland againſt 
the Wiles of the Devil, For we Wreſtle not only againſt 
Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, 
againſt the Rulers” of the Darkneſs of this World, againſt 
Spiritual Wickedneſs in High-Places. Viherefore take unto 
Tou the Whole Armour of God, that Ye may be able to with- 
ſtand in the Evil Day, and having done Al! to Stand. Not 
doubting but that if We ſhew the ſame Courage, 
and Indefatigable Zeal, and labour to Defend, as 
Our Adverſaries to Reproach, Divide, and Ruine 
Our Church, neither their United Malice, nor Povrer, 
nor all the Plots, and Machinatiens of Rome; nor the 
very Gates of Hel] it felt ſhall ever be able to Prevail 
againſt Her. And let Us Trult in that Gracious Pro- 
vidence, which ſo Miraculouſly Deliver'd Her on this 
Day, that tho? She ( 6 ) /ies Bleeding of the Hounds She 
ha Receiv'd in the Houſe of Her Friends ( c ) tho' the H he 
ef Lion may Mourn for a Time, and [ler Gates be Deſolate, 
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Her Prieſts. ſigh, and She in Bitterneſs, becauſe Her Ad- 
werſaries are Chief, and Her Enemies at preſent Proſper ; 
Ihe among all Her Lovers, ſhe ha Few to Comfort Her, and 
 aniany of Her Friends have dealt Treachercuſly with Her, and 
are lecome Her Enemies, (a tho there are Few toGuideHer, 
among all the Sons whom She has brought forth, neither are 
there many that take Her by the Hand, of all the Sons that 
She hath brought up, tho Her Enemies Cry, Down with Her, 
Down with Her even to the Ground, yet there à God that 
Can, and Mill Raiſe Her Up, if Ve Forseke Her not. Let 
Us not therefore Ungratefully contribute to Her Deſtruction. 
But let Us (b) continue Stedfaft, Immoveable, always 4- 
bounding in the Ne if the Lord, foraſmuch as Me know 
| #hat our Labour will nt 4 in vain in the Lord. Now the 
(c) God ef All Grace, wha hath calld Us into his Eternal. 
Glory by Chriſi Feſus, after that Te have Suffer d a While, 
wake you Perfect, Stabliſ, Strengthen, Settle You. To Him 
be Glory, and Dominion for Ever, and Ever, Amen. a 


Let Us conclude All in that Excellent Collect of 
RA Our Church. . 1 
: Lord Ne beſeech Mee let thy continual Pity Cleanſe, 
. aud Defend thy Church, and beeauſe it cannot 
continue in Safety without thy Succour, Preſerve it cer more 
_ by thy Help, and Goodneſs, thro Feſus Chriſt Our Lord. 
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